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Bible Doctrines (T/G/B)

Theology Classical Theism 57 - Virtue:

5;2“:;;‘1% The Theological Virtue of Faith (12)

P INTRODUCTION

Dispensationalism

322’:&% Outline of Bible class:

az::ﬁliz?zgv » Our relationship with God: by knowledge and by love.

Natural Law » Metaphysics of love: human action, means, ends, legalism and the
i:;gglpucglfsv metaphysics of raising the intellect and will.

preumatology ~ » Philosophy of language: God-talk.

g:tr:r::':;v » Faith: degrees of knowledge, observable science vs unobservable science
Trinitarianism (philosophy and metaphysics, nature of faith, and demonstration of how
Cosmology the good attracts the will for faith in being drawn to God.

Theology Proper

Bibliology

Natural Theology — Qur life with God by knowledge and by love: Acts 17:28; Rom. 11:36; 9:15-
Philosophy 23; 1:17-20; 1 Cor. 10:31; Acts 13:22; Col. 3:17; Philip. 2:5-11; 2 Pet 1:2-11; 1

6 Hermeneutics

5 language137  John 2:28; Philip. 3:17-20; 1 Cor. 9:24-10:13; Rom. 6:11-18; Rev. 2:7, 11, 17,
4 Epistemology32 26 3:5, 12, 21:6-8; 1 Cor. 13:4-7.

Existence 50
History 50

3 Metaphysics 32
Trans. 50

2 Reality
- Logic, 32
- Truth, 32

1 Realism-32
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Metaphysics of Love: 44
God'’s raising of the intellect and will

1. We have noted the basic nature of the intellect and the will in free will.

2. We have noted the 5 stages of human action that reveals what a person really lives for

and serves as an aid in avoiding the curse of legalism regarding divine obligations.

We now advance our studies of the elevation of human intellect and will.

Itis only through grace that the intellect and will can be elevated.

5. Grace is not a thing. It is nothing less than God’s dynamic presence and activity. The
activity of grace is a dynamic power that flows directly from God.

6. The elevating of the human intellect and should never be viewed in a modern conduit,
mechanistic fashion.

7. In Esse (A-T) metaphysics, unlike Baconian conduitism, every virtue is a perfection of a
capacity (act-potential) that is rooted in nature. So, this love is going to be rooted in
human nature but taken to a superhuman level. It is not an artificial power or capacity.

8. Human nature both before and after the Fall does not have the capacity to know and
love God. God simply transcends our sense orientation as well as space and time.
Unaided human intellect cannot know God, and we cannot love what we do not know.

9. In man’s Post-Fall state, man’s wounded intellect and will lack the capacity to truly know
and love God. This results in man turning away from God and toward a disordered
knowledge and disordered love of self and “things of this world” under the guise of
greater “goods.”
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Outline®

Intreduction

What is philosophy of
language?

Theories of meaning
Plato's Cratylus

- Hermogenes

- Cratylus

- Socrates

Aristotle (384-322 BC)
Transition to modern
philosophy of language
Ferdinand de Saussure
(1857-1913)

Gottlob Frege (1848-
1925)

Ludwig Wittgenstein
(1889-1951).

Martin Heidegger
(1889-1976)

Quine (1908-2000).
Noam Chomsky (1928-)
Realist view of meaning.
Foundation of meaning
Communication of
meaning.

Elements of language.

Function of language

Meaningful God-talk.
Analytic Philosophy
Conclusion.

Analogy.

Metaphysical analogy.
*{Outline is from Dr. Tom

Howe, Southern Evangelical
Seminary)

Philosophy of Language (137)
Meaningful God-talk: the problem

One more word about meaning and reference: Ludwig Wittgenstein’s
“Language Games” and fallacy of contextual “meaning.”

The central question: How can meaningful statements be made of God?

Since God, according to Christian theism, is Wholly Other, then it seems
that our language should have to refer to that which is totally beyond
sense experience. How does language bridge the divide between God
and all creatures? How can terms of any human language be truly
predicated of God given that the terms are taken from creation?

In other words, all of the terms we use of God are terms that relate
initially to things in this world—things that are not eternal and are
changing. How in the world can these temporal things be predicated of
the transcended God?

There must be some sense in which meaningful language applies both
to God and man. How can our words apply to God and things in this
world? If language is completely transcendent we lose meaning. If the
language is immanent, then we lose the God of the Bible.
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Classical Theism 57 — The Theological Virtue of Faith (12)

1. Inany assent/belief/faith, both the immaterial intellect and will are always involved.
However, they play different roles in acts of assenting/believing or rejection.
a.

#1: Intellect ===y object = certainty

#2: Intellect - first prinCiples m——fp object = certainty

#3: Wil| =y mediated knowledge === object = opinion.

#4: Will sy mediated knowledge s object = doubt.

#5: Wil|| = mediated knowledge =========object: infallible certitude

2. Overview of the nature and activity of the immaterial human intellect and its search for
certitude—from being, to sensible reality, to four dimensions of knowledge, to
contemplation of Esse, and on the wings of grace to the dimensions of the love of
Christ: Ephesians 3:18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width
and length and depth and height-- 1° to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge;
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

The activityof the mindis one of insatiable desire in seeking to acquire certitudes as it begins with sensory experie
and enlarges, heightens, and transforms itself in and by the wokkd@ivledge. Asin immateriabeing,it tends toward
an infiniteobjectthat it seeks to possess. Its nature is to begin with the experience of the physicist and end with
contemplation ofGod bythe theologian However, onlghrough grace can it obtain higher lights to know God. The
mind is an spiritual organism. We are examining the noetic structuogiointellects.lts nature is to obtain deep
intellectual understanding. Wisdom in God is to go beyond the sensible, beyond metaphysics, theptogi,,

ultimately to love. Mind is always wanting to conform to what is real.
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3. No Christian should ever accept the view that the truths men gain about themselves
and the world by natural means (metaphysics and experimental science) are in conflict
with the truths God has revealed. While science is hard and philosophy is hard, and
philosophy of science is hard.? However, all complicated things are made of simple
concepts.

4. Overview of the distinction between observable science and philosophy/metaphysics.
5. Metaphysical, scientific realism brings the two realms, visible and invisible, together.

6. The majesty of metaphysics (Rom. 1:20) compared to the poverty of observable
science.

7. The poverty of metaphysics compared to the majesty of observable science.
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8. The modern mind is broken with regard to Whole Truth, due in no small part to
rejection of metaphysics and the growth of scientism. So, | would like to provide basic
understanding of the various players and methods through history: Plato (transcendent
forms), Aristotle (immanent forms), Hume (anti-metaphysics), Newton (mechanism),
Kant (subjectivism), Einstein (relativism), Popper (falsifiability), Kuhn (paradigms),
Feyerabend (ideologies), Lakatos (research programs), Wittgenstein (language games),
anti-realism, realism, conceptualism, empiricism, logical positivism, Bayesianism,
inductivism, falsificationism, scientism. Why is observable science, the science of
phenomena, so relativistic?

9. Today: overview of Realism, Moderate Realism, and Anti-realism on the atom and sub-
atomic particles.
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