Doctrine of Pride (part 10)
66. Every member of the human race possesses sinful pride which God is working against. God
must dismantle and remove the pride before the believer can have the capacity for blessings
and advancement in the plan of God.
Daniel 4:25 that you [Nebuchadnezzar] be driven away from mankind, and your dwelling
place be with the beasts of the field, and you be given grass to eat like cattle and be
drenched with the dew of heaven; and seven periods of time will pass over you, until you
recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, and bestows it on
whomever He wishes. 26 'And in that it was commanded to leave the stump with the
roots of the tree, your kingdom will be assured to you after you recognize that it is
Heaven that rules. 27 'Therefore, O king, may my advice be pleasing to you: break away
now from your sins by doing righteousness, and from your iniquities by showing mercy
to the poor, in case there may be a prolonging of your prosperity.' 28 "All this happened
to Nebuchadnezzar the king. 29 "Twelve months later he was walking on the roof of the
royal palace of Babylon. 30 "The king reflected and said, 'Is this not Babylon the great,
which I myself have built as a royal residence by the might of my power and for the glory
of my majesty?' 31 "While the word was in the king's mouth, a voice came from heaven,
saying, 'King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared: sovereignty has been removed from
you, 32 and you will be driven away from mankind, and your dwelling place will be with
the beasts of the field. You will be given grass to eat like cattle, and seven periods of time
will pass over you, until you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of
mankind, and bestows it on whomever He wishes.' 33 "Immediately the word concerning
Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled; and he was driven away from mankind and began eating
grass like cattle, and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven, until his hair had
grown like eagles' feathers and his nails like birds' claws. 34 "But at the end of that period
I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I
blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; For His dominion
is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom endures from generation to generation. 35
"And all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to
His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward
off His hand Or say to Him, 'What hast Thou done?' 36 "At that time my reason returned
to me. And my majesty and splendor were restored to me for the glory of my kingdom,
and my counselors and my nobles began seeking me out; so I was reestablished in my
sovereignty, and surpassing greatness was added to me. 37 "Now I Nebuchadnezzar
praise, exalt, and honor the King of heaven, for all His works are true and His ways just,
and He is able to humble those who walk in pride."

Isaiah 13:11 Thus I will punish the world for its evil, And the wicked for their iniquity; I
will also put an end to the arrogance of the proud, And abase the haughtiness of the
ruthless.
Luke 14:11 "For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, and he who humbles
himself shall be exalted."
James 4:6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "God is opposed to the proud,
but gives grace to the humble."
Romans 3:9 . . . for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin;
10 as it is written, "There is none righteous, not even one; 11 There is none who
understands, There is none who seeks for God; 12 All have turned aside, together they
have become useless; There is none who does good, There is not even one." 13 "Their
throat is an open grave, With their tongues they keep deceiving," "The poison of asps is
under their lips"; 14 "Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness"; 15 "Their feet are
swift to shed blood, 16 Destruction and misery are in their paths, 17 And the path of
peace have they not known." 18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes."
Rom 1:28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave
them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper,

67. Pride leads to destruction, whereas humility brings honor and blessedness.
Proverbs 16:17 The highway of the upright is to depart from evil; He who watches his
way preserves his life. 18 Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before
stumbling. 19 It is better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, Than to divide the spoil
with the proud.
Proverbs 29:23 A man's pride will bring him low, But a humble spirit will obtain honor.
68. The purposes in all testing in life—be it deserved or undeserved—revolves around removing
pride and instilling in the believer his need for dependence upon His Creator. Each test in life
has the potential to harden the believer and thus, make him more cynical, or move the
believer into genuine humility and thus, power as he moves closer to his Lord.
2 Corinthians 12:7 And because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this
reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a
messenger of Satan to buffet me-- to keep me from exalting myself! 8 Concerning this I
entreated the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 9 And He has said to me,
"My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly,
therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in
me. 10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with
persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

69. Divine resources and mandates to remove pride from the life.
a. Fellowship with God. Consistently live in fellowship with God, John 15:4; Gal. 5:22-23;
1 John 1:7-9. Only God can really change us.
b. Bible doctrine. Grow in understanding God. Make the issue in your life gaining the
surpassing knowledge of Christ. This is more than just taking in doctrine: this is growing
in understanding.
Jeremiah 9:23 Thus says the LORD, "Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let
not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; 24 but
let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the
LORD who exercises lovingkindness, justice, and righteousness on earth; for I delight
in these things," declares the LORD.
Philippians 3:8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all
things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be
found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the
basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may
attain to the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained it, or have
already become perfect, but I press on in order that I may lay hold of that for which
also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having
laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching
forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward
call of God in Christ Jesus.
c. God’s will. This means seeking and trusting Him with your present and future. Do not get
distracted by others. Be what God wants you to be and not what people want you to be.
This will develop into true spiritual self-esteem.
Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29 For whom
He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that
He might be the first-born among many brethren; 30 and whom He predestined, these
He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified,
these He also glorified.

d. God’s grace. Stay oriented to the grace of God. God’s grace is greater than all of your
problems as well as your past, present, and future. You may have made horrible decisions
in the past. You may be involved in evil right now. Regardless of where you are, what
you have done, or what you are doing, God’s grace is always available! The only avenue
of failure is to reject God’s love and grace.
Romans 4:4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a favor, but
as what is due. 5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who
justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness,
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, that no one should
boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
John 1:16 For of His fulness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 17 For
the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus
Christ
1 Corinthians 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace
toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I,
but the grace of God with me.
e. Stop all boasting about what you will do or accomplish.
Proverbs 27:1 Do not boast about tomorrow, For you do not know what a day
may bring forth.
f. Put yourself under the authority of the Word of God. This means being more
concerned about your application of Scripture than what others are or are not doing. If
you are not truly prioritizing the Word of God in your life—in understand and
application, you are living in deception. In deception, a person thinks they are doing
just fine, and are totally unaware of what they are missing out on in the spiritual life.
In pride, the believer loses true interest in the Word of God though he may “go
through the motions.” The problem is not that a believer does not take in doctrine or
come to Bible class, the real problem is that really does not want to; it is not the Good
of his life, other things have replaced doctrine as the Good.
James 1:21 Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of
wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your
souls. 22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who
delude themselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is
like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; 24 for once he has looked at
himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.
25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by
it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be
blessed in what he does.

g. Orient to legitimate authority. If you find that you have problems submitting to
legitimate authority, you have a problem with pride.
1 Peter 5:5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you,
clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the
proud, but gives grace to the humble. 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, 7 casting all your
anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.
Romans 13:1 Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. For
there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by
God. 2 Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and
they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. 3 For rulers
are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no
fear of authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same; 4 for
it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it
does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who
brings wrath upon the one who practices evil. 5 Wherefore it is necessary to be in
subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience ' sake. 6 For
because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting
themselves to this very thing. 7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is
due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.
h. Live your life as unto the Lord, not man.
Romans 14:8 for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord;
therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. 9 For to this end Christ died
and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 10 But
you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your
brother with contempt? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11
For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, And every
tongue shall give praise to God." 12 So then each one of us shall give account of
himself to God. 13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather
determine this-- not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way.
Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather
than for men;

70. Blessings and blessedness for the believer who dismantles his pride by developing the virtue
of genuine humility are incalculable. They are beyond what anyone could ask or imagine
because they are all related to supergrace. It is a life that is not at war with God. It is a life
that God continues to pour and pour and pour His grace into. It is the abundant life, instead of
life in the desert making the same arrogant mistakes again and again. It is a life that continues
to reap the grace of God instead of fighting against the God of love.
James 4:6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "God is opposed to the proud,
but gives grace to the humble."
1 Corinthians 2:9 but just as it is written, "Things which eye has not seen and ear has not
heard, And which have not entered the heart of man, All that God has prepared for those
who love Him." 10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches
all things, even the depths of God.
John 13:13 "You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. 14 "If I then,
the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15
"For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you. 16 "Truly, truly, I say
to you, a slave is not greater than his master; neither is one who is sent greater than the
one who sent him. 17 "If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.
James 1:21 Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in
humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 22 But prove
yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. 23 For if
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural
face in a mirror; 24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately
forgotten what kind of person he was. 25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law,
the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual
doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does.
Psalm 23:1 A Psalm of David . The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 2 He makes
me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. 3 He restores my soul;
He guides me in the paths of righteousness For His name's sake. 4 Even though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for Thou art with me; Thy rod
and Thy staff, they comfort me. 5 Thou dost prepare a table before me in the presence of
my enemies; Thou hast anointed my head with oil; My cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness
and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, And I will dwell in the house
of the LORD forever.

