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JEWISH APOLOGETICS (58)
ANSWERING JEWISH OBJECTION #48
(DDR #676)
Objection #48: Even if I accept your arguments about the centrality of blood sacrifices, it
only held true while the Temple was standing. The Book of Daniel teaches us that if the
Temple has been destroyed and is not functional, prayer replaces sacrifice. In fact, the
Book of Ezekiel is even more explicit, telling Jews living in exile—and therefore without
any access to the Temple, even if it were standing—that repentance and good works are all
God requires
Brown’s short response to this objection:
You are obviously referring to Ezekiel 18 and 33, where we learn that a wicked man who
repents is accepted by God—with no mention of sacrifices—along with Daniel 6:10,
where it tells us that Daniel, living in exile, prayed toward the Temple (i.e., facing
Jerusalem) three times a day. But the idea that prayer replaces sacrifice is simply not
taught in the passages you refer to, nor is it in harmony with other important passages
from the Hebrew Scriptures. I also find it interesting that the exiles couldn’t wait to return
to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple and offer sacrifices again. They knew how important
this was. Further, it is significant that to this day many Orthodox Jews kill a rooster or
chicken on the Day of Atonement and offer it as an atoning, substitutionary sacrifice on
their behalf. Despite the Rabbinic teaching that prayer has replaced sacrifice, they still
feel the need to offer blood sacrifice on Yom Kippur.1
Following an excellent contextual examination of these passages and a refutation of the
claims of the anti-missionaries, Brown concludes with,
“The Temple sacrifices, so central to Israelite religious life, served to instill in our
minds—day and night, as it were—the importance of blood atonement and the need for
an innocent substitute to die in our place. Therefore, we can see that God had one system
of atonement and one system alone, namely, substitutionary atonement, life-for-life
atonement, blood atonement. Blood sacrifices were always foundational for our people,
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and they always pointed toward that day when the ideal Substitute would come and lay
down his life for us.

Sunday we will observe communion and note the shame and the glory of the Substitute’s
cross. See you then!

Enjoying His Matchless Grace,
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