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- Leviticus 17:1-19:37 – Killing animals in Tabernacle (17); sexual relations (18); holiness (19)
- John 9:13-34 – Concurrence of light or darkness for the soul.
- Song of Solomon 7:11-13 – “There will I give you my love”
Commentary:
Leviticus 17:1-19:37. After the various regulations, chapter 19 provides the underlying motivation for
holiness: “Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy.” “Holy” means “set apart.” This is the norm for
every believer. In fact, it is our telos, it is in our nature as our final and ultimate good. Every believer,
regardless of the dispensation in which he lives, is to totally set apart his life in every respect to the Lord.
To live a life set apart to God radically changes the life in that
the believer sees family, church, education, work, and all of
life in the context of moving closer to God by knowledge and
by love. In Lev. 17-19 human morality is tied to the Lord.
Note in 19:3-4 the mandates to honor parents, this shows
that holiness begins in the home. A child is to learn to
respect/fear his mother, father, and God and to flee from
the idols of this world. Note the attitude in the command
“love your neighbor as yourself,” which is repeated several
times in the New Testament. As we have been studying, love
is the root, hinge, fruit, and form of all virtue which means
that every unloving act actually destroys virtue—take a look
at the list of virtues in 1 Corinthians 13 that can be lost simply by not loving. Note the emphasis on love
in providing equal justice in the courts of the law for the poor and great (19:15-18). Note love as a cure
for racism as per 19:34. What but love could really overcome racist attitudes? In other words, are not
bad attitudes toward anyone because they are of a different race exactly what love is not?

John 9:13-34. Note the concurrence on both those who reject Christ and the man who sought Christ.
Note the process on both sides. The man is getting more and more light at each step. He begins with ‘a
Man which is called Jesus.’ Then he gets to a ‘prophet,’ then he comes to ‘a worshipper of God, and one
that does His will.’ Then he comes to, ‘If this man were not of God,’ in some very special sense, ‘He could
do nothing.’ These are his own reflections, the working out of his thoughts that are given existence by
God as the efficient cause every instant working concurrently with the finite formal cause of a man
seeking truth. Because the man used the light that he had, Jesus gives him more and more culminating
in “Do you believe in the Son of God?” The man as the finite formal cause was so strong in his
own convictions, so independent becomes docile and submissive, and ready to accept whatever Jesus
says: “Lord, who is He, that I might believe on Him?” We see the man’s intellectual conviction, moral
reliance, and the utter prostration and
utter devotion—“Lord, I believe; and
he worshipped Him.” Note the
progress of a seeking but ignorant soul
that knew itself to be blind as he
moved into such beautiful “vision” of
Jesus Christ. The man was granted
more and more light. However, for the
religious leaders they did not want to
look at the light and so were blinded
by it. They had the manifestation of
Christ, and they scoffed and jeered at
it, and turned their backs upon it, and it became a curse to them.
Therefore, Christ pronounces their fate, and sums up the story in the solemn two-edged sentence: “For
judgment am I come into the world, that they which see not might see, and that they which see might
be made blind.” The purpose of His coming is not to judge, but to save. But if men will not let Him give
them light and save then, the effect of His coming will be to harm. As Simeon said of Him, “He is set for
the rise or for the fall of men.” Light has a twofold effect. It is torture to the diseased eye; it is
gladdening to those who seek it. All of this takes place in concurrence as God hands people over to their
natures/desires. What a beautiful thing for those who want to see and thus be better! What a
frightening thought for those who neglect Christ. Moreover, every act we commit sets our natures from
which come future wishes for future choices. We are getting better or worse every day of our lives. Quo
Vadis?

Song of Solomon 7:11-13. The use of pastoral imagery for the setting and pleasures of
lovemaking are well-established in the Song by now
and need not surprise us. She is now inviting him
away for love. In her surrender of her virginity to
him, she has become liberated in love so that she
now aggressively speaks of love and calls him to
herself. She clarifies the main point of her words in
v. 12, “There I will give you my love.” Three items
in v. 13 call for special notice. The first is the
mandrake, a vegetable that from antiquity has been
regarded as an aphrodisiac (Gen 30:14–16). This
would not be lost on the ancient audience. Second,
the picture of the doors being garlanded with every
delicacy of the garden is striking. Previously the door
was both barrier and way of access, and the opening
of the door was fraught with tension and danger
(especially for the woman). Now the doors are hung
with delicacies, and all the previous tensions have
disappeared. Third, the woman speaks of “new and
old” treasures she has for the man. This would imply
that as they grow in love they will both repeat sensual pleasures and find new ones as well.
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