IMMIGRANTS IN THE BIBLE
Given that there are indications of policies and attitudes growing in this country against even
legal immigrants, it is good time to take a look at God's attitude toward immigrants/"strangers":
1. In the Old Testament God provided revolutionary legal protections for the weak and
defenseless--particularly widows, orphans, and immigrants.
2. They were not to be mistreated, taken advantage of, or otherwise oppressed.
Exodus 22:21 "You shall neither mistreat a stranger nor oppress him, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt. 22 "You shall not afflict any widow or fatherless child.
Exodus 23:9 "Also you shall not oppress a stranger, for you know the heart of a stranger,
because you were strangers in the land of Egypt.
Deuteronomy 24:14 "You shall not oppress a hired servant who is poor and needy,
whether one of your brethren or one of the aliens who is in your land within your gates.
15 "Each day you shall give him his wages, and not let the sun go down on it, for he is
poor and has set his heart on it; lest he cry out against you to the LORD, and it be sin to
you. 16 "Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor shall the children be put
to death for their fathers; a person shall be put to death for his own sin. 17 "You shall not
pervert justice due the stranger or the fatherless, nor take a widow's garment as a pledge.
Jeremiah 7:5 "For if you thoroughly amend your ways and your doings, if you thoroughly
execute judgment between a man and his neighbor, 6 "if you do not oppress the stranger,
the fatherless, and the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place, or walk after
other gods to your hurt, 7 "then I will cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I
gave to your fathers forever and ever.
Jeremiah 22:3 `Thus says the LORD: "Execute judgment and righteousness, and deliver
the plundered out of the hand of the oppressor. Do no wrong and do no violence to the
stranger, the fatherless, or the widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place.
Ezekiel 22:7 "In you they have made light of father and mother; in your midst they have
oppressed the stranger; in you they have mistreated the fatherless and the widow.
Ezekiel 22:29 "The people of the land have used oppressions, committed robbery, and
mistreated the poor and needy; and they wrongfully oppress the stranger.
Zechariah 7:10 Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, The alien or the poor. Let
none of you plan evil in his heart Against his brother.'
Malachi 3:5 And I will come near you for judgment; I will be a swift witness Against
sorcerers, Against adulterers, Against perjurers, Against those who exploit wage earners
and widows and orphans, And against those who turn away an alien-- Because they do
not fear Me," Says the LORD of hosts.

3. They were to be proactively defended, given justice, provided with food and clothing, and
loved.
Deuteronomy 10:18 "He administers justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves
the stranger, giving him food and clothing. 19 "Therefore love the stranger, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt.
Deuteronomy 14:28 "At the end of every third year you shall bring out the tithe of your
produce of that year and store it up within your gates. 29 "And the Levite, because he has
no portion nor inheritance with you, and the stranger and the fatherless and the widow
who are within your gates, may come and eat and be satisfied, that the LORD your God
may bless you in all the work of your hand which you do.
Deuteronomy 24:14 "You shall not oppress a hired servant who is poor and needy,
whether one of your brethren or one of the aliens who is in your land within your gates.
15 "Each day you shall give him his wages, and not let the sun go down on it, for he is
poor and has set his heart on it; lest he cry out against you to the LORD, and it be sin to
you. 16 "Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor shall the children be put
to death for their fathers; a person shall be put to death for his own sin. 17 "You shall not
pervert justice due the stranger or the fatherless, nor take a widow's garment as a pledge.
Deuteronomy 26:12 "When you have finished laying aside all the tithe of your increase in
the third year-- the year of tithing-- and have given it to the Levite, the stranger, the
fatherless, and the widow, so that they may eat within your gates and be filled, 13 "then
you shall say before the LORD your God:`I have removed the holy tithe from my house,
and also have given them to the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow,
according to all Your commandments which You have commanded me; I have not
transgressed Your commandments, nor have I forgotten them.
Deuteronomy 27:19 `Cursed is the one who perverts the justice due the stranger, the
fatherless, and widow.' And all the people shall say,`Amen!'
Leviticus 19:9 `When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not wholly reap the
corners of your field, nor shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10 `And you
shall not glean your vineyard, nor shall you gather every grape of your vineyard; you
shall leave them for the poor and the stranger: I am the LORD your God.
Leviticus 23:22 `When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not wholly reap the
corners of your field when you reap, nor shall you gather any gleaning from your harvest.
You shall leave them for the poor and for the stranger: I am the LORD your God.'"
4. Immigrants were even treated as native-born and given equal treatment before the Law.
5. Such respect for the lower classes was unheard-of anywhere else in the known world at that
time--and is still missing from most of the world today. May we not follow most of the world
today. May we be lights and our country be a city on a hill (Matt. 5:14).
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